
BEFORE THE PU LIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO 
OF THE STATE OF SOUT 

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSIDERATION ) ORDER GRANTING 
OF THE NEW PURPA STANDARDS AS SET ) INTERVENTION 
FORTH INTHE ENERGY POLICY ACT OF ) 
2005 1 EL06-018 

On August 8, 2005, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 ("EPAct 2005") was signed into law. 
Certain provisions in the EPAct 2005 amend the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act ("PURPA) of 
1978. The EPAct 2005 adds five new federal standards to PURPA. The five standards regard net 
metering, fuel diversity, fossil fuel generation efficiency, smart metering, and interconnection for 
distributed resources. Under the EPAct 2005, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) has 
varying timelines within which to consider these standards and determine whether to adopt them. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of July 11, 2006, the Commission set an intervention 
deadline of August 15, 2006. On August 1 I ,  2006, the Commission received a Petition to lntervene 
from MidAmerican Energy Company (MidAmerican). On August 14, 2006, the Commission received 
a Petition to lntervene from Itron, Inc. (Itron). On August 15, 2006, the Commission received 
Petitions to lntervene from Northwestern Corporation d/b/a Northwestern Energy (NWE), Northern 
States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy (Xcel) and Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a division of 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. (MDU). On August 17, 2006, the Commission received a Petition to 
lntervene from Otter Tail Corporation d/b/a Otter Tail Power Company (OTP) and a Petition for Late 
Filed Intervention from Black Hills Power, Inc. (BHP). 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 49- 
34A and ARSD 20:10:01:15.05. 

At a regularly scheduled meeting of August 23, 2006, the Commission found that the 
Petitions to lntervene demonstrated good cause to grant intervention (Chairman Sahr abstained). It 
is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Petitions to lntervene of MidAmerican, Itron, NWE, Xcel, MDU, OTP and 
BHP are hereby granted. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this i l  day of September, 2006. 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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